Can we trust the Bible (2) A matter of fact – is the Bible an inaccurate history book?

If the Bible can’t get history and geography right, why should we trust it when it speaks about infinitely more important subjects? 

E.g. 
· 2Chr 4.5 vs 1Ki 7.26: 3000 or 2000 baths?
· 2Sam 8.4 vs 1Chr 18.4: 1700 horsemen or 7000? 


1. The Bible has repeatedly been proved to be accurate when critics thought it was wrong
Robert Dick Wilson, Princeton Professor of Language & Literature of Middle East:
‘I have come to the conviction that no man knows enough to attack the veracity of the Old Testament. Every time when anyone has been able to get together enough documentary 'proofs' to undertake an investigation, the biblical facts in the original text have victoriously met the test.

E.g… 
· Title ‘King of Persia’ in Ezra, Nehemiah & 1-2 Chronicles

· Lists of kings from 2000 BC to 400 BC – 1 in 750 000 000 000 000 000 000

· Abraham – Ur an uninhabitable desert. Excavated by Sir Leonard Woolley 1922-34.

· Moses couldn’t have written Genesis-Deuteronomy. 1904: A.H. Sayce’s findings: ‘The Babylonia of the age of Abraham was a more educated country than the England of George III.’

· Luke’s use of titles of city officials throughout the Roman empire: Proconsuls (Corinth & Cyprus), Asiarchs (Ephesus), Politarchs (Thessalonica), Protos (Malta), Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee. NB Politarchs

3 expert witnesses:
a. Sir William Ramsay: ‘Luke is an historian of the first rank; not merely are his statements of fact trustworthy… he should be placed along with the very greatest of historians.’
b. Nelson Glueck: ‘It may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a biblical reference.’ 
c. Alan Millard, Prof of Hebrew & Semitic languages at Liverpool University: ‘…nothing has been found which can be proved to contradict any statement of the OT.’


Cf. The Book of Mormon: “No evidence has ever been found to support it… in spite of decades of the most aggressive archaeological exploration throughout northern, central and southern America, supported by the vast wealth and determination of the Mormon Church… Not one piece of evidence has ever been found – not a trace of the large cities it names, no ruins, no coins, letters, documents, monuments – nothing in writing. Not even one of the rivers or mountains or any of the topography it mentions has ever been identified.” 


2. There are plausible ways of explaining the alleged contradictions and discrepancies in the Bible

E.g. numerical discrepancies…
a) Both numbers could be true
b) It could be due to a copying mistake (/thousand, //thousand, ///thousand &c). 

NB. overall the number of apparent contradictions is decreasing. 


Cf. R.C. Sproul: ‘Explaining Anomalies’ https://learn.ligonier.org/articles/explaining-anomalies

